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OF WASHINGTON, D.C.

2 August 1999

Ms. Vontell D. Tucker
Public Affairs Specialist
Maritime Administration
400 Seventh Street, S.W.
Washington, D. C. 20590

Dear Ms. Tucker;

Pursuant the announcement in The Propeller Club Quarterly
of MARAD's interest in the service of American Merchant Mariners
in the Korean War, I am pleased to provide you with the attached
narrative and supporting data. If you have any questions or feel
that I can be of assistance in providing further information on the
role of American Merchant Mariners, ashore and afloat, during the
Korean Hostilities, please call upon me.

Sincerely,

bt

ilton G. Nottingham, YJrs
Chairman of the Board

Enclosures

1629 K STREET, N.W. WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006 o TELEPHONE (202) 785-3400
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U. S. MERCHANT MARINERS IN THE KOREAN WAR

In the period preceeding the outbreak of hostilities in the
Republic of Korea, the U. S. Government maintained a mission in that
country to assist in the training of the South Koreans in critical
military and civilian skills. This group of U. S. personnel was known
as the American Mission in Korea or AMIK. The AMIK transportation
staff included highway, rail and marine personnel. In June of 1950,

I was appointed to the Foreign Service as a staff officer with the
Economic Cooperation Administration and proceeded to Seoul, assigned
to the Marine Branch of AMIK.

The AMIK Marine Branch was headed by Captain Oliver H. Ritchie,
USNR (later Rear Admiral, USNR) and included several U.S. Merchant
Mariners who were responsible for training managerial personnel in
the Republic of Korea (ROK) shipping companies and for training
Korean port personnel. Captain Thomas A. King was the Port
Superintendent of Inchon, and the writer was the Port Superintendent
of Pusan, in June of 1950 when the North Korean Army invaded the

Republic of Korea.

The area around Seoul, including Inchon, was very near the 38th
Parallel and the ROK forces were unable to defend that region against
the overwelming forces of the North. Therefore, the dependents of the
America Embassy and AMIK personnel were promptly evacuated by ship
from Inchon to Japan and were later followed by the Embassy and AMIK
staff members including Captain King. (Captain King was later to
become Atlantic Region Director of the Maritime Administration and
finally a Rear Admiral in the U. S. Maritime Service and the
Superintendent of the U. S. Merchant Marine Academy.)

In Pusan, the American Consulate was instructed to evacuate all
U. S. personnel in the area by sea. With the Consul's authority, I
ordered the two American ships in the port of Pusan at that time to
take on board the American evacuees. One ship was a States Marine
Line vessel and the second was a Lykes Bros. Steamship Company ship.
A second Lykes Line ship subsequently entered port and also took on
evacuees, as did a Greek flag Liberty ship that was in port when the
evacuation commenced. During the evacuation, which included U. S.
military personnel, President Harry S. Truman announced that the
United States and the United Nations were responding to the crisis
and would send troops to support the Republic of Korea forces.
Accordingly, the few U. S. military personnel on board the evacuation
ships were ordered to disembark and await the arrival of U. S.
military forces from Japan.

The senior military officer in the AMIK group in Pusan at that
time was a Lieutenant Colonel. He immediately established a Command
Post 1in the American Consulate building in Pusan. In the small U.S.
Army cadre in Pusan at that time, there were no port personnel.
Accordingly, Captain Alfred T. Meschter, who was a member of the
Marine Branch of AMIK and also assigned to Pusan, and I voluntered
to remain with the troops and operate the port. Lieut. Colonel R. S.
Emmerich, USA, Commander of the Provisional Korean Military Advisory
Group, immediately accepted our offer of assistance and on 28 June
1950, 1issued Provisional Order Number One (copy attached) naming his
staff and designating the writer Port Commander of Pusan and Captain
Megschter, Assistant Port Commander.
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Colonel Arthur G. Syran, USAR, Director of the Transportation
Division of ECA, recommended on two occasions that Messers Meschter,
Willis and Nottingham, of the Marine Branch, and Jeddiah Weeks, of
the Rail Branch of AMIK, each be awarded the Medal of Freedom for
their service in Korea. (A copy of Colonel Syran's Memo on this

subject 1s attached.)

Although not known to the American public, the American Merchant
Mariners that trained the Koreans in port and ship operations played
an important role in the war effort, reflected credit on their
training, and made a lasting contribution to the subsequent economic
development of the Republic of Korea. (King, Meschter and Nottingham
are Kings Pointers.)

Attachments: Copy of U.S. Army Provisional Korean Military Advisory
Group Order No. 1
Copy of ltr. of commendation from ROK Minister of Trans.
Copy of recommendation for award of Medal of Freedom
Copy of USN Special Fitness Report with recommendation
for "spot" promotion.
Copy of ltr. from Wm. c. Foster, Administrator of ECA
dated 10/11/50.
Copy of Letter dated April 22, 1952, from Col. Arthur G.
Syran, Director of the Transportation Division ECA\MSA



HEADQUARTERS
FROVISIONAL KOREAN MILITARY ADVISORY GROUP
PUSAN, KOREA
28th June 1950
SPECIAL ORDER )
NO. 1 )
le The following assignments ave annomeced effactive

this date.

Commanding Officer R. S. Emmerich Lt. Col

Exeoutive Officer XK. Guillory - Major
S-1 G. Wellsn Captain
5-2 C. Putman Captain
=3 J. Horlay Captain
S-4 H. Slater Captain
Transport-tion Off O, Finch kajor
. 2rovost We Glass Zaptain
Port Commander He Hottinghen Clvy.
Port Asst. Ao Heschter Civ,

ti
|<:
5
12V
o

CF THD COMUANDING OFFICTR:

AOLLITS 3. IDMIRICH
Lt. 001- le_-
Commanding Officer



ECONOMIC COOPERATION ADMINIS_T RATlON.
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. :

0CT 111950

lr. Lilton G. lottinsham, Jr.
Dzruty Port Superintendent, Pusan
Beonomic Cooperation Administration
ission to Korea

Tolg 7O, uanan

Ly dear lir. Nottinghams

It is vith a f*rnat deal of pleasu.re that I tra.nsmit
yo“ have reﬂdered the Econom.c Cooperation Ad&unlstraulon and
the Republic »f Xorea. From the outset of the conflict in
Koreca you voluntarily remained at Pusan and in conjunction
with ir. lleschter displgyed extreordinary initiative in
assuming command of port operations at a time that the port
onerations at PL.sem vrere vital to the very existence of the
United Ilations! Forces. By worliing twelve hours or more a
day, and alternating on duty writh ixr. Meschter, the two of
you vere able to perform constant supervision of that essen-

12l facility. You assumed these added responsibilities and
"“ccessful._J performed your duties under extremely adverse
and trying conditions. TYou have reflected great credit to
vourself, to the EZconoumic Cooperation Administration, and to
vour country. Your conduct descrves the hizhest praise.

Very truly yours,

%M(\W

Administrator



REPUBLIC OF KOREA
MINISTRY OF TRANSPORTATION
Pusan, Korea

March 20, 1951

Mr. Milton G. Nottingham, Jr.
Chief, Marine Tranoporta%ion Branch
Economic Cooperation Administration
Mission to Korea

The Minister of Transportation on behali oI the
Hepublic of Korea wishes to express appreciation for your
effective assistance to the merchant marine of our country.

Your eftorts nave been rerlected in many of the
improvements of our merchant marine and by the guidance
given the marine oft'icials by you and your associates with
the Economic Cooperation Administration a pattern has been
set tor on even greater contribution than is now apparent.

Due to your widespread activities in all phases or
the marine field it is impossible to enumerate all of your
accomplishments. One of the greatest was the inculcation or
a spirit or progress and cooperation in the officials of tne
various maritime agencies and the establishment of an
eftective training system for merchant marine personnel
asnore and afloat.

Anotner outstanding accomplishment was the eftective
leadership you demonstrated and the valuable assistance you
gave the armed rorces of the United Nations in tnhe port of
Pusan during the initial period of nostilities in the summer
of 1950. By virtue of your etforts large numbers of troops
and supplies ror the United Nations Iorces were handled in
an expeditous manner.

Kim, Suk Kwan
Minister
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DEZFUTY COMMANDER NAVAL FORCES FAR ZAST
A.P.0. 59
SAY FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

DNFER/iIL/r g
P20-~1/00
Serial: P19
26 August 1951

From: Deputy Commander Maval Forces Far Zast, Pusan Xorea.

Commander Fleet Activitles, Korea

To: The Chief of Havnl Persomnel
7in: Commander Naval Foraes Far Zast

subj: Specinl Report on nsign Milton G. Fottingham, Jr. ™ML, UZIR
(1nnetive) 182371 during oeriod 25 June 1950 to 27 Aumust 1950.

1. Lacking -uitable fitness report forms, this letter report ig sube
stituted.

2. At the outbreak of hostilities in Horea, Fncign Milton 6. Nottinghanm,
Jr. DiL, USKR 182371 was employed as Deputy Port Superintendent af Fort
of Puson, Korea with additional dutles as Advisor to the Marine Zureou,
iinistry of Tronsnortation Republic of Zorea under the Z.0.A. Pro-rom in
n civilian status.

3. On 25 June 1950 Incign Nottinghem worked in cloze coordinntion with
the U. 5. Army evacuation officer at Pusan, Korea and aided materially
in the efficient and expeditious evacuation of United States civilians
to Japane He volunteered his services nnd remained at Pusan in the
encacity of Port Commandser. During the n~eriod of about ten days until
arriv-l of firet echelon U. S. Army Port persomnel he directed all op-
er-ticns of the Fort of Pusan in close cooperation with the lone US
vavel Liaison Officer, Lieut (Jjg) Ge-rge Y. Burley, U. S. Navy. These
operations comprised assignment berths and cranes; supervision stevedore
oper-tions; initiatiom of repairs to roads nnd niers; and accumulation
port otatistics and data. During this ten days neriod 55 ships earrying
anproximately 15000 troops, 1600 vehicles, and 3000 tons milit~ry cargo
were h-ndled. Upon arrival advance elements 8057th Tramsportation Jort
Comrany Provisional, he carried out the zame functions.

L, Fronm the period 10 July 1950 to 27 August 1950, “nsim Nottinghan
has been under my nersonal and cloce observation. I find him %o be an
outstanding young ilaval officer of excellend personal ~nd military
choracter, capsble, dependable, calm, mature 1n Judgenment, nnd excen-
tionally well skilled in the arts of the mnriner, He has oontrlbuted
immeasureably to the initial succeseful operntion of the Port of Pusan
during a critical period of great confusion. I recommend him for pro-
motion to the ronk of Lieutenant, D, USIR. I would nmarticularly desire
hiz on my ship in time of war. Until the recent arrival of aany new
-nd high ranicing nort offieials, the source of all information and the
usual reoly was, "See Hr. THottingh-m". He wns in a nosition of great
responsibility at a eritienl perilod, ond he did an outstanding job.

Sony tot ‘nsizn lottincham #. J. Luosey
File
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Robert L. Rupard Jammary 3, 13552
Arthur G, Syran

Recormendations Awards of Medal of Freodom - Kores Mission Personnel

This is in response to your memorandws of November 7, same subject as above,

At my request, Mr. Nottingham prepared resumes of the meritomious activities
of Alfred T. Yeschter, Albert C, Willis and Jedadiah Weeks,

With respect to Milton G. Hottingham, I attach hereto coplas of two cowwnie
catlions, one addressed to him and signed by the Korean Minister of Transportation,
dated March 20, 1951, and a lstter,dated August 26, 1950,from the Deputy Commander,
7. Se NoVal Forces Far Zast to the Chief of Naval Personnsl.

Thess papers are sumitted to supplement my prior communications wherein
recormendation was made that all four, namely, Meschter, Willls, Weeks and Hottinghan,
be awarded the Medal of Freedom, No ons, of course, has disputed that all four of
these nmen rendered meritorious service during thedr period of duty in Xorea., The v
only question seemas to be whether they did that "something extra® which entitles them
to the award of the !fedal of Freedort, An examination of the criteria used to award
the medal to Mr. Joseph &I, Moore appears to indicate that the other four men perforn~
ed meritorious service of equal weight and, hence, are entitled to the recognition,

ith respect to Albert C. Willis, granting all of his shortcomings, include
ing ursatisfactory service, this does not in any way detract from his nerformance
over and above the call of duty where courage and valor are demonstrated, I think
there is a marked difforence between skill, proficilency and courage and valor. Hany
times a private or an aprrentice sesman has displayed herolsm which entitled hinm to
an awsxrd of the Congressional Medal of Honor, yet that same individual might lack
the irtelligence, skill and efficiency of a corporal or petily officer,

The attached papers seem ic indicate that both Meschter and Willis net only
suffered while imprisoned but passed on valuable information %o the military author-
ities after their release, Weeks was the only American rallroad nan in Xorza between
the seriod of withdrawal and evacuation and the landing of American forces. Instead
of seeking safety as others had, he risked his life beyond the call of duty to fulfil
what %e considered his moral responsibility to resist aggressicn.

With respect to Nottingham, I belleve that paragraph 3 of the letter of the
Deputy Commander, U. S. Kaval Forces Far Fast, dated August 26, 1950, roguires spec-
ial consideration, He ramained at Pusan and acted as "Port Commander® for a period
of ten days when there was no one elze, and received the first contingent of U, S.
Army Dort nersornel. It takes more than ordinary men %o remain in danger zones while
their comirades, with a perfect risht and with full authority, are ssnt to safety.

History records the ayprehension and anxiety of the fAmeriecan public as to
the fate of American citizens and soldiers in Korca. The pessibility of a2 Dunkirk
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vailed. Courage beyond the call of duty, disregard for one's perasonal safety for
the preservation of American ideals and refusal to be licked have written more glorti-
ous pages in the history of American democracy.

It 18 easy to Zorget the dangers of yesterday but deeds of valor and courage
such as displayed by ‘'esks and Nottingham during the evacuation in the cause of free-
dom and at the risk of their own lives should not go unrewarded but merit the fedal
of Freedom. In the case of both “eeks and Hottingham not only did they display
courage but they also put their experience and sidl) %o the accamplishment of tangi-

le deeds in furtherance of the successful military efforts during a period of great
confusion, I these ren go unrewarded, what price glory? rFailure to reward is tane
tamourt to saying that those uho 3tayed to zive that "extra® gervice to their coune
try ard risked their livos in the cause of freedon did no.more than thoge who, by
cormard, were evacuated,

I urie thut the matter be roviewed again and I recomrend that al11 four,
Alfred. T. Meschtor, Jedediah ‘‘eeks, i41ton 4. Yottinghanm and even albert G, *illig,
be recommended %o the Defense Jepartuent and be awarded the Hedal of Freedom with
proper citation of their deeds,

Attackments

Syran/muh
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" MUTUAL SECURITY AGENCY
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

i
W

TRENGTH POR

...i"'i-'.:l?..'_. April 22, 1952

Nr, Milton G. Nottiaghan
Deputy Chief, Cargo Branch
Transportation Division
Muteal Security Agency
Washingten, D, O,

Dear Nr, Fottingham:

Ia Awgust 1950, your outstanding achisvements ia Pusan, Korea
came to my attention. T was impressed by the fact that a young man of
30 years had the knowledge and experisnce te be named Port Commander
of the port ef Pusan oa the 26th of Jume, 1950, and had the oapacity
to acoomplish the mission of receiving the first U, S, treops ea the
mainland of Koresa at a most critical period, Later, Y discovared that
you were a Kings Point alumnus, held a license of Master Narinsr te
captain vessels in any ooean, that you alse held a commission in the
U.3.5.2,, and that you had aoquitted yourself with distinotion i
Xorsa. As a result, I requested your transfer te the hoeadquarters
of the Bconomic Cooperation Administratien im Vashiagten, D, G,

Yt i not my purpose te relate in detail the services that you
have rendered to our Government ever and beyond the ocall eof duty ia a
time of great emergency. Suffiocs to say that you, as a civilian employee
of the Noenomic Osoperation Administratien inm Korea, holding the pest
of Port Superinteadent, Pusan, voluntarily refused to be oevacuated after
the outdreak of hostilities, remained, assumed greater responsibil ities
and duties vithout regard to your perseamal safety, and directed the
landing of the first U, 5, treops in Pusan, It teek courage fer you
aad three others of the ICA Kerean Staff %e remain as velunteers,
Notwithstanding the many commendatioas you received, I felt that yeu
were ontitled to the highest recognition that ceuld de given, and,
hence, I applied through normal chamnels and recommended that you be
awvarded the Nedal of Freedonm,

The reocord shows that two such medals wvere awarded, dut recommends..
$ions for those awards were made almost 1mmediately after the eutdregk of
hostilities ia Xerea, The individuals mamed for these awards were ovasuated
vhile you aad three others remaimed, ¥ felt that ia addition %o Joursel?,
three others should have beem awarded the Nedal: Nessrs, Nechter and
¥illis, who vere on the {ll=fated "Kimball R. Sm1th® on which the Comwuniste
sympathising Koreaa orev mutinied, and Nr. Weeks, who supervised the rail
transportation of the U, S. Armed Forces in Korea in the advance cembat

ATroas,



